SAMPLE BESPOKE TOURS
The following itineraries are merely suggestions and can be bespoke
but should also be interspersed with as much shopping, relaxing and
cocktails as deemed necessary. Days 1-6 can be enjoyed individually
using London as the base.
DAY 1: KENT – THE GARDEN OF ENGLAND
Leeds Castle
Famed as the loveliest castle in England. Dating back to the twelfth century it has been
continuously inhabited and remodelled, most recently in the 1930s by Lady Baillie a
wealthy heiress. It was Henry VIII’s favourite castle and he visited often notably escaping
to it from London during the great plague.

Canterbury Cathedral
Its position on the London to Dover route meant Canterbury was an important
Roman town even before the arrival of St Augustine in 597 AD sent by the Pope to
convert the Anglo-Saxons to Christianity. A new cathedral was built in 1070 and rebuilt
many times embracing all stages of medieval architecture. The most poignant moment
in its history came in 1170 when Thomas Beckett was murdered here. It remains
England’s most important medieval building.

Dover Castle
Strategically positioned on the high cliffs Dover Castle has helped defend England
from 1198 to World War ll, when it was used as the command post for the Dunkirk
evacuation. Exhibits in the Castle and its labyrinth of tunnels made by the prisoners in
the Napoleonic Wars span its entire history.

Hotel Base – Claridges
www.claridges.co.uk
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DAY 2: SUSSEX AND THE SOUTH DOWNS
Chartwell House
Winston Churchill, Britain’s inspirational Prime Minister lived here for forty years until
his death. It remains furnished as it was during his life with some 140 of his original
paintings amongst the displays.

Hever Castle
This small exquisite castle is famous as the sixteenth century home of Anne Boleyn
the doomed wife of Henry Vlll executed for adultery. She lived here as a young
woman and the King often visited the castle in pursuit of her attention. The moat and
gatehouse date back to 1207. In 1903, William Waldorf Astor purchased Hever and as
part of his restoration project, constructed a neo-Tudor village to accommodate guests
and servants.

Battle Abbey
In 1066 William the Conqueror’s invading army from Normandy landed on the south
coast at Hastings. Moving eleven miles inland they met and defeated King Harold and
his army. William built Battle Abbey on the very site of his victory placing the High
Alter on the spot that King Harold was mortally wounded by an arrow through his eye.
There is also an evocative tour around the actual battlefield. This battle was the last
invasion of England and changed the course of English history forever.

Brighton Royal Pavillion
In the mid-eighteenth century Brighton was transformed into England’s first seaside
resort. Its gaiety soon appealed to the rakish Prince of Wales who became George
lV in 1820. In 1785 he secretly married Mrs Fitzherbert and it was here that they
conducted their liaisons. He moved to a farmhouse near the shore and had it enlarged.
As his parties became more lavish he needed an extravagant setting so in 1815 he
employed John Nash to transform the house into a lavish oriental palace. Latterly it
was used and loved by Queen Victoria who sold the palace to the town of Brighton
in 1850.

Arundel Castle
The vast hilltop castle was originally built by the Normans. During the sixteenth
century it was acquired by the powerful Dukes of Norfolk the country’s senior
Roman Catholic family whose descendants still live here. With its fine furniture,
sumptuous rooms, ancient moat and sweeping grounds this is the perfect home for
all the evocative personal possessions of Mary Queen of Scots.

Hotel Base – Amberley Castle
www.amberleycastle.co.uk
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DAY 3: SURREY / HAMPSHIRE
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard
The hull of the Mary Rose, which was Henry Vlll favourite ship and capsized in battle in
1545, was recovered in 1982 and is now on display with thousand of sixteenth century
objects. Along side it is HMS Victory the English flagship on which Lord Nelson was
killed at the Battle of Trafalgar. It has now been restored to its former glory and is
open to the public. Porchester Castle on the edge of the harbour is the best example
of Roman sea defences in northern Europe. Nearby is the Charles Dickens museum,
which is the house where he was born in 1812.

Beaulieu
An enchanting historic house in the very heart of the New Forest. Delightfully situated
in the former abbey grounds on the banks of the river Beaulieu. It is the ancestral
home of the Montagues. The house contains priceless works of art and is the home of
the world famous national motor museum. Beaulieu Abbey was founded by King John in
1204 and contains an enthralling exhibition of history through the middle ages.

The New Forest
Named by William the Conqueror, it is a beautiful and unique expanse of heath and
woodland. It is the largest unenclosed area of land in England. It was the hunting ground
of Norman kings and in 1100 William ll was fatally wounded in a hunting accident. Today
it is the home of the New Forest pony, unique to the Forest, and over 1500 fallow deer.

Hotel Base – Chewton Glen Hotel
www.chewtonglen.com

DAY 4: HAMPSHIRE / WILTSHIRE
Winchester Cathedral
Capital of the ancient kingdom of Wessex,Winchester was also the headquarters of the
Anglo-Saxon kings.The only surviving part of William the Conqueror’s castle is the Great
Hall of 1235 that is home to the legendary Round Table.The story behind the Table is part
history and part myth. It was said to have been built by the Wizard Merlin but was actually
made in the thirteenth century.The Cathedral is the final resting place of Jane Austen.

Stonehenge
Built in three stages from approximately 3000BC Stonehenge is Europe’s most famous
prehistoric monument. The alignment of the stones leaves little doubt that the circle
is connected with the sun and passing seasons and that the constructors had a
sophisticated understanding of arithmetic and astronomy. This unique attraction is now
designated a World Heritage site by UNESCO.

Wilton House
The seat of the Earls of Pembroke and Montgomery. The magnificent staterooms are by
Inigo Jones and the double cube room, considered to be the finest seventeenth century
stateroom in England, was designed to display the family portraits painted by Van Dyke.
This house is one of the treasures of England.
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Bath
The Romans channelled Bath’s hot sulphurous waters into elaborate thermal pools
some two thousand years ago thus creating the still operational world famous Roman
Baths. Today the city of soft mellow stone encompasses not only the baths but also the
beautiful Bath Abbey, Robert Adams’s Pulteney Bridge, and the most majestic street in
Britain, the Royal Crescent. A city of perfectly preserved beauty.

Hotel Base – Lucknam Park
www.lucknampark.co.uk

DAY 5: ENTERING THE COTSWOLD LANDSCAPE
Lacock
The village appears today much as it did throughout the centuries.You can only be
spellbound by its architecture with houses from the thirteenth century onwards.You
will enjoy the tranquil atmosphere of a living village. It is wholly owned and maintained
by the National Trust. Between the River Avon and the village is Lacock Abbey dating
back to King John in 1086. Well worth a visit to see the very first photographic negative
ever produced by Henry Fox-Talbot.

Tetbury
A pretty market town with interesting antique shops that is two miles from the historic
house of Chavenage whose records date back to Princess Goda in the ninth century.
Lunch and a private tour of this family home can be arranged accompanied by David
Lowsley-Williams, whose family have been there since 1561

Oxford
Founded by French scholars in 1167. The chapels, gardens and lecture theatres of the
thirty-nine colleges date back to the thirteenth century with many masterpieces by
Christopher Wren. Christ Church College, probably the most spectacular, was founded
in 1525 by Cardinal Wolsey and has produced sixteen Prime Ministers in the last two
hundred years but more importantly is used as the dining hall in the Harry Potter
films. The city boasts the first purpose built museum in England, the world famous
Ashmolean, which was opened to the public in 1683.

Hotel Base –The Feathers Hotel, Woodstock
www.feathers.co.uk

DAY 6: THE HEART OF THE COTSWOLDS
Woodstock
The main street of this unspoilt English village is the principal approach to Blenheim
Palace. The Bear Inn is just as it was when used as a favourite travel stop by Henry Vlll.

Blenheim Palace
Finest example of English baroque architecture. Built by for the Duke of Marlborough in the
early eighteenth century for a staggering £240,000 and famous for its two thousand acres of
Capability Brown landscaping. It later became the birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill.
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The Cotswolds
This is an area in which nestle lovely villages of soft yellow stone and thatched roofs
surrounded by a landscape of woodland and high open plateaux known as ‘wolds’. Rural
England at its very best. I will take you to the most picturesque, undiscovered places on
our way to Shakespeare’s Stratford on Avon.

Stratford On Avon
William Shakespeare was born and lived most of his life and is buried in this quaint
market town. Tour his houses and Anne Hathaway’s cottage and possibly attend a
production of one of his plays at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre.

Warwick Castle
This medieval fortress is one of England’s finest stately homes. This eleventh century
Norman castle was rebuilt in the fourteenth century to display the powers of the
Earls of Warwick. Madame Tussaud’s bought the castle in 1978 and set up tableaux of
portraits to illustrate its history. Spectacular jousting events are staged in the grounds
and the Great Hall contains the death mask and helmet of Oliver Cromwell.

Althrop House
The ancestral home of the Spencer family and the final resting place of Lady Diana,
Princess of Wales. A moving and tastefully designed tribute to probably the most
famous woman in the world. The stables have been converted into a shrine for Diana
and after touring the House and grounds you can see her island resting place.

Hotel Base – Hambleton Hall
www.hambletonhall.com

DAY 7: NORTH TO THE PEAK DISTRICT
The Amber Valley
A glimpse into a bygone age. The Crich Tramway Village is home to the nation’s
collection of vintage trams that run through the cobbled streets and beautifully
restored period townscape which has buildings brought from all over England to create
it. The area’s prehistoric heritage is especially preserved at the Cresswell Crags where
ice age people documented their lives with rock paintings and engravings in the caves
thirteen thousand years ago.

Chatsworth House
Perhaps the most magnificent but certainly the most famous stately home in England it
houses an art collection that represents four thousand years of European culture. Built
by Bess of Hardwick, Countess of Shrewsbury in 1552 and currently the family seat of
the Duchess of Devonshire. Pride and Prejudice was filmed in Chatsworth and a visitor
wrote in the guest book in 2001 ‘I hope Heaven will be as delightful’.

York
Probably the most historic city in England it started out as the Roman fort known as
Eboracum. After the Romans left it became a thriving Viking settlement called Jorvik.
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Finally with the Norman Conquest it became York.York Minster is the largest Gothic
structure north of the Alps and contains over half of all the medieval stained glass in
England. The infamous Guy Fawkes was born in York in 1570 and it is his execution that
is commemorated with firework displays on the 5th of November each year.

Hotel Base –The Devonshire Arms
www.thedevonshirearms.co.uk

DAY 8: NORTH WEST TO THE LAKES
The Lake District
The landscape painter John Constable declared that the Lake District had the ‘finest
scenery that ever was’ with its awe inspiring peaks and shimmering lakes.

Lake Windermere
At over ten miles long this dramatic watery expanse is England’s largest lake. Hill Top
Cottage, home of Beatrix Potter, is close by still furnished with her original possessions.

Coniston Water
Peaceful Coniston Water was the inspirational setting for Arthur Ransome’s novel
Swallows and Amazons but was also the scene of Donald Campbell’s fatal attempt at
a new land speed record in 1967. In the lake’s Yewdale Valley stands the picturesque
farmhouse,Yewtree Cottage, another of Beatrix Potter’s homes that featured in the
film of her life starring Renee Zellweger.

Grassmere & Rydal
Rydal Water, one of the major attractions of the Lake District, was home to the poet
William Wordsworth. ‘Dove Cottage’ is where the poet spent his most creative years.
A fantastic setting of two pretty villages on the shores of sparkling lakes.

Northern Fells To Carlisle
A breathtaking journey through the northern lakes to the city of Carlisle, the Roman
outpost of Hadrian’s Wall. The Norman castle and Roman remains of Birdoswald
Roman Fort are the beginning of this unique world heritage site of some seventy-three
miles in length, dating back to AD120. Heading east the Romans built forts at fivemile intervals the best preserved of which is Houseteads Fort with the commanding
officer’s house and hospital still in tact. The Wall is an awe-inspiring reminder of
Emperor Hadrian’s great empire.

Hotel Base – Farlam Hall
www.farlamhall.co.uk

DAY 9: NORTH EAST TO NORTHUMBERLAND
Northumberland National Park
Stretching forty miles north from Hadrian’s Wall this is the least populated of all
national parks and contains some of the most spectacular scenery in England.
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Kelso – Floors Castle
The castle is the home of the Duke and Duchess of Roxburghe, situated in the heart
of the Scottish Border country. The largest inhabited castle in Scotland. Designed by
William Adam and contains an outstanding collection of art and treasures, collected
by Duchess May, the American wife of the eighth Duke. The castle may look familiar, as
it was the home of Tarzan the Earl of Greystoke in the famous film of the same name.
Shooting, fishing and clays can be arranged in the extensive parkland.

Abbotsford House
The home of Sir Walter Scott entirely funded by the sales of his novels. The house
contains his library with more than nine thousand rare books and an extensive
collection of arms and armour including Rob Roy’s broadsword and the crucifix that
belonged to Mary Queen of Scots. The Great Hall at Abbotsford is the pinnacle of a
lifetime’s achievement by a great literary figure.

Duns – Manderston
Manderston House together with ‘the finest stables in the world’, fifty-six acres of
immaculate gardens, shooting, salmon fishing, two airstrips etc forms an ensemble
unique in Britain today. No expense was spared in the creation of the most opulent
staterooms and the building of the only solid silver staircase in the world. A stay at
Manderston is an inimitable experience enjoyed by royalty and international celebrities.

Hotel Base – Manderston
www.manderston.co.uk

DAY 10: OVER THE BORDER TO SCOTLAND
Rosslyn Chapel
In the beautiful Pertlands south of Edinburgh stands this exquisite and ornate fifteenth
century chapel, brought to international attention by the book and later the film The
Da Vinci Code. This chapel with its Masonic and Knights Templar connections, visited by
all our royal families through the centuries up to and including Queen Elizabeth ll has
remained the burial ground for the Sinclair family, originally the St Clairs of France. Its
real purpose, origins and significance throughout the ages remain a guarded secret.

Edinburgh
With its striking medieval and Georgian districts overlooked by the extinct volcano
of Arthur’s Seat and dominated by its castle built on a four hundred foot rock in the
eleventh century, Edinburgh is the most visited Scottish city.The museums and galleries
display the riches of many cultures along with the castles great hall and the royal palace
where Mary Queen of Scots gave birth to James Vl. The castle is now the possessor of
the ‘Stone of Destiny’ a relic of ancient Scottish kings seized by the English from Scone
Palace and not returned until 1996.

Hotel Base – The Witchery
www.thewitchery.com
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